
A Vision for Flourishing | Colossians 1:9-14 

Sermon Point 
God wants you to full of him so you can flourish. 

Sermon Summary  
Paul is praying for you to be full of knowledge of God’s will, which includes wisdom and 
understanding. This is knowing how to live and why things matter. But the source of these 
things is God’s will — God’s story. The wonderful news is that God comes to live and abide in 
us, being his temple, and he energizes us to please him.  

Discussion Questions  
1. William Barcley, a commentator on this passage, said: “A man may be a master of 

theology but a failure at living.” “A man may be a master of theology but a failure at living.” 
What does failure at living look like?  
1. What do you think about the claim that knowing God can make you a master at living? 

2. What does fulness consist of, in Colossians 1:9? How does Exodus 31:1-6 help deepen 
your understanding of Colossians 1:9?  

3. What does being empowered by God’s strength look like? (See Col. 1:11)  
4. Jesus is the one in whom we have forgiveness. How do you understand forgiveness? How 

did the bank illustration help you understand the forgiveness that we have via Jesus?  

You go into your bank with a mortgage in default, credit cards all past their max, debts 
unpaid, bank account overdrawn plus all these fees. The clerk sighs and agrees to just cancel 
everything and clear your accounts. That's forgiveness. But as you get to your car, 2 things are 
also true. (1) You are bankrupt, and (2) Bank of America doesn't ever want to see your face 
again. And if you only know forgiveness, that is how you relate to God. But imagine the bank's 
CEO comes running out toward you, apologizing for the terrible mistake. He takes you up to 
his corner office and sets you behind his desk and says he is so sorry, that he's going to go 
ahead and sign the bank and all its assets over to you now, and he has an artist with a canvas 
down the hallway waiting to catch your likeness for the bank lobby. That's righteousness. 


