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IDEA: If you know God’s love, then your life must be marked by his love for all things. 
Summary 
Paul has a deep, robust understanding of Jesus that is startling. Jesus is more than our savior, 
who died for the forgiveness of our sins. Jesus is the one who Created All Things, Sustains All 
Things, and Redeems All Things.  

Quotes  
“Paul comprehensively and repeatedly includes ‘all things’ not only in what God created 
through Christ, but what he plans to redeem through Christ. It is clear that ‘all things’ means 
the whole created order… because of that plan of cosmic redemption, the whole of creation 
can look forward to the future as a time of liberation and freedom from frustration.”   1

Discussion Questions 
1. How was the gospel of Jesus provocative given the backdrop of “the gospel of Caesar?”  
2. The gospel of Jesus is subversive, as it turns the world upside down (Acts 17:9). How do 

you see the gospel being subversive? (How are the ideas All Things are: Created by 
Christ, Sustained by Christ, and Redeemed by Christ subversive?) 

3. How many times does Paul use the word ‘all’ in Colossians 1:15-23? How many times does 
he use the phrase ‘all things?’ Why does Paul continue to repeat the cosmic scope of 
Jesus’ work? 

4. Christians tend to have an abbreviated gospel. How have you seen this in your church 
experiences, and what are some of the unintended consequences to it? 

5. Discuss the conclusion to the sermon…. 

Imagine if Christians were the ones to affirm black dignity and value - not political activists. 
Imagine if Christians celebrated creation - like alcohol - without abusing or exploiting it. 
Imagine if Christians saw their work, whether it be — for lack of better words — “secular” AND 
“sacred”, as integral to God’s redemptive work in this world.  

Friends, the church is not just a container for souls until they get to heaven or just an hour on 
Sunday mornings, but the living demonstration of God’s intentions for the whole creation. 
If you experience God’s love, then your life must be marked by his love for all things. Our 
imaginations need to be caught up in God’s intentions for this world. We need to be able to 
imagine ways to use our power for love. We need to use our privilege to demonstrate God’s 
kindness to others. We need to give our entire lives to Jesus, that his invisible reign would be 
made visible.
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